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Moses as the Author of Genesis …  

 Probably most conservative scholars in the past have accepted the view that 
Genesis was written by Moses. This has been the uniform tradition of both the 
Jewish scribes and the Christian fathers. Genesis is considered to be the first book of 
the Pentateuch (the others being Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy), 
and all of them together taken as the Law (Hebrew, torah) of Moses. This general 
view was apparently accepted by Christ Himself: “And beginning at Moses and all 
the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning 
himself … “These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, 
that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me” (Luke 24:27, 44). 

 Assuming that Moses was responsible for the Book of Genesis as it has come 
down to us, there still remains the question as to the method by which he received 
and transmitted it.  

◼	THERE ARE THREE POSSIBILITIES:  

(a) he received it all by direct revelation from God, 
either in the form of audible words dictated by God 
and transcribed by him, or else by visions given 
him of the great events of the past, which he then 
put down in his own words, as guided 
subconsciously by the Holy Spirit; 

(b) he received it all by oral traditions, passed down 
over the centuries from father to son, which he then collected and wrote down, 
again as guided by the Holy Spirit. 

(c) he took actual written records of the past, collected them, and brought them 
together into a final form, again as guided by the Holy Spirit. 

[Morris, H. M. (1976). The Genesis record: a scientific and devotional commentary on the book of 

beginnings (pp. 25–26). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books.] When were the Bible books written? The 
Bible was written by about 40 men in about 
1,600 years--dating from 1500 B.C. to about 
A.D. 100. These men wrote as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21). They wrote not 
in words of human wisdom but in words taught 
by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:13).

NEW TESTAMENT 
James--A.D. 44-49 
Galatians--A.D. 49-50 
Matthew--A.D. 50-60 
Mark--A.D. 50-60 
1 Thessalonians--A.D. 51 
2 Thessalonians--A.D. 51-52 
1 Corinthians--A.D. 55 
2 Corinthians--A.D. 55-56 
Romans-- A.D. 56 
Luke--A.D. 60-61 
Ephesians--A.D. 60-62 
Philippians--A.D. 60-62 
Philemon--A.D. 60-62 
Colossians--A.D. 60-62 
Acts--A.D. 62 
1 Timothy--A.D. 62-64 
Titus--A.D. 62-64 
1 Peter--A.D. 64-65 
2 Timothy--A.D. 66-67 
2 Peter--A.D. 67-68 
Hebrews--A.D. 67-69 
Jude--A.D. 68-70 
John--A.D. 80-90 
1 John--A.D. 90-95 
2 John--A.D. 90-95 
3 John--A.D. 90-95 
Revelation--A.D. 94-96

OLD TESTAMENT 
Job--Unknown 
Genesis--1445-1405 B.C. 
Exodus--1445-1405 B.C. 
Leviticus--1445-1405 B.C. 
Numbers--1445-1405 B.C. 
Deuteronomy--1445-1405 B.C. 
Psalms--1410-450 B.C. 
Joshua--1405-1385 B.C. 
Judges--ca. 1043 B.C. 
Ruth--ca. 1030-1010 B.C. 
Song of Solomon--971-965 B.C. 
Proverbs--ca. 971-686 B.C. 
Ecclesiastes--940-931 B.C. 
1 Samuel--931-722 B.C. 
2 Samuel--931-722 B.C. 
Obadiah--850-840 B.C. 
Joel--835-796 B.C. 
Jonah--ca. 775 B.C. 
Amos--ca. 750 B.C. 
Hosea--750-710 B.C. 
Micah--735-710 B.C. 
Isaiah--700-681 B.C. 
Nahum--ca. 650 B.C. 
Zephaniah--635-625 B.C. 
Habakkuk--615-605 B.C. 
Ezekiel--590-570 B.C. 
Lamentations--586 B.C. 
Jeremiah--586-570 B.C. 
1 Kings--561-538 B.C. 
2 Kings--561-538 B.C. 
Daniel 536-530 B.C. 
Haggai--ca. 520 B.C. 
Zechariah--480-470 B.C. 
Ezra--457-444 B.C. 
1 Chronicles--450-430 B.C. 
2 Chronicles--450-430 B.C. 
Esther--450-331 B.C. 
Malachi--433-424 B.C. 
Nehemiah--424-400 B.C.


