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• (Revelation 16:9 ESV) They were 
scorched by the fierce heat, and they 
cursed the name of God who had power 
over these plagues. They did not repent 
and give him glory.

• (Revelation 16:11 ESV) And cursed the 
God of heaven for their pain and sores. 
They did not repent of their deeds.

• (Revelation 16:21 ESV) And great 
hailstones, about one hundred pounds 
each, fell from heaven on people; and 
they cursed God for the plague of the 
hail, because the plague was so severe.

When they think about the future, people 
worry about many things. The destruction 
of the environment, global warming, 
political unrest and instability, terrorism, 
crime, economic and financial collapse, 
and the continual decline in moral values 
that destroy all relationships are all causes 
for concern. 

A further cause for anxiety is the sense of 
forlorn emptiness fostered by the anti-God 
philosophy of humanism. For those who 
believe there is no personal God, there is 
no one home in the universe, so they have 
nowhere to turn for ultimate answers, help, 
or meaning.

But what is truly frightening about the 
future is not any of those things; what 
should stop the heart of sinners is what 
God will do. [MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2000). 
Revelation 12–22 (p. 120). Chicago: Moody 
Press.]

But throughout the entire historical 
outpouring of God’s wrath, from Eden to 
the final explosion of His eschatological 
wrath, a strange paradox exists: God is 

busily working to save sinners from His 
own wrath. God’s nature encompasses 
not only righteousness and holiness, but 
also grace and mercy. Even during the 
devastating judgments of the Tribulation, 
God will call sinners to salvation. He will do 
so using the 144,000 Jewish evangelists, 
the two witnesses, a host of redeemed 
Gentiles and Jews, even an angel flying 
in the sky. As the outpouring of divine 
wrath escalates, God’s evangelistic efforts 
will escalate as well. The result will be 
the greatest harvest of souls in human 
history (cf. 7:9). A redeemed Israel and 
souls from all the nations will be saved, 
many to survive the Tribulation and enter 
the millennial kingdom. [Ibid.]

In this remarkable vision, John saw 
something like a sea of glass mixed with 
fire. ... a transparent crystal platform 
before God’s throne, shimmering and 
glistening like a tranquil, sunlit sea. [Ibid.] 

• (Revelation 4:6a ESV) And before the 
throne there was as it were a sea of 
glass, like crystal.

• (Exodus 24:10 ESV) And [Moses] saw 
the God of Israel. There was under 
his feet as it were a pavement of 
sapphire stone, like the very heaven for 
clearness.

• (Ezekiel 1:22 NLT) Spread out above 
them was a surface like the sky, 
glittering like crystal.

From his perch on the island of Patmos, 
John now sees another sign, which 
he describes with two words, “great” 
and “marvelous.” The Greek word for 
“marvelous” (thaumastos) emphasizes 
the quality of astonishment. What John 

astonishingly beholds are seven angels 
who have the seven last plagues. 
[Patterson, P. (2012). Revelation. (E. R. 
Clendenen, Ed.) (Vol. 39, p. 298). Nashville, 
TN: B&H.] 

John turns his gaze into heaven and sees 
there the temple. The word for temple 
is naos rather than hieron. The former 
references the sacred things particularly, 
whereas the latter word covers the entire 
temple complex. So what he sees is that 
portion of the temple considered most 
holy. Indeed it is further identified as “the 
tabernacle” or the tent “of the Testimony.” 
This particular identification is especially 
fascinating since the vision of heaven is not 
described in terms of the semipermanent 
buildings of the temple of Solomon or 
of Herod but rather the analogy is to 
the original movable tabernacle in the 
wilderness. However, its significance is that 
it contains the Testimony. The holy of 
holies, the naos, contained only one item 
of furnishing—the ark of the covenant. 
That, in turn, contained the tablets of the 
Law and therefore is properly referred to 
as “the tabernacle of the Testimony.” Just 
about everything about the holy of holies 
could be appropriately regarded as the 
“tent of the Testimony.” First, so sacred 
were its precincts that only the high priest 
could enter and only once a year on Yom 
Kippur, and that only in a prescribed 
way (among other things carrying a basin 
of blood from the sacrificial goat). The 
“Testimony” was a clear witness of the 
holiness and unapproachableness of 
God except on his timetable and in his 
prescribed way. [Ibid.] 

But these bowls are not merely the 
“last” of the series but also the “last” 
judgments of history ... because with 
them the wrath of God is complete. 

[Osborne, G. R. (2002). Revelation (p. 561). 
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.] 

The saints therefore “stand on” the crystal 
sea as conquerors, for they have “emerged 
victorious out of conflict with” three things: 
“the beast, his image, and the number 
of his name.” The image of “conquering” 
is one of the critical themes of the book 
and pictures the saints as victors over 
temptation, the pressures of the world, 
and the cosmic powers of evil. Even as the 
beast “conquers” the saints by killing them 
(11:7; 13:7), he is being “conquered by” 
the saints (12:11) and the Lamb (17:14). 
Their death is their final victory! As a 
result, the saints will rejoice in their victory 
(15:2–4) and inherit the new heavens and 
new earth (21:7). 

This inheritance is especially spelled out 
in the seven letters, as the saints who 
emerge victorious are promised the tree 
of life (2:7), deliverance from the second 
death (2:11), the hidden manna (2:17), 
authority over the nations (2:26), white 
garments and their names in the book of 
life (3:5), the honor of becoming pillars in 
God’s temple with the name of God written 
on them (3:12), and the honor of sitting 
with Christ on his throne (3:21). The three 
aspects of the Antichrist over which they 
emerge victorious are drawn from 13:1–2 
(the beast), 14 (his image), and 17–18 (the 
number of his name). They sum up all 
aspects of the evil empire by which the 
Antichrist will force the nations to worship 
him instead of God. As such they stress 
the personal conflict (with the beast), the 
religious pressure (with his image), and the 
economic persecution (with the number of 
his name). [Ibid.]


