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Believing + Doing = Saving Faith 

Believing = Saving Faith 

Moo ... Believing versus doing ...

• In both verses Paul quotes texts that emphasize 
that the law makes promises and issues threats 
on the basis of “doing.” Dependence on doing 
the law brings not “life,” but a curse, because (1) 
principally, life comes by faith (v. 11), and (2) 
practically the law cannot be done (v. 10). This 
argument is deployed to convince the Galatians 
not to succumb to the agitators’ insistence that 
they add law observance to their faith in Christ. 
... Paul’s argument in these verses transcends the 
particular circumstances of his situation. For his 
polemic is not only directed to the law but also 
to “doing”; indeed, one of the reasons (although 
not the only one) why Paul denies that the law 
can lead to justification is precisely because it 
is, by its nature, something to be “done.” The 
Reformers, therefore, were entirely justified to 
find in Paul’s argument here a fundamental and 
universally valid principle about the exclusive 
value of believing versus doing. [Moo, D. J. 
(2013). Galatians (pp. 209–210). Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker Academic. ]

McKnight ... The law is a system of "doing" ...

• The law operates under a different system: it 
is not a system governed by faith but a system 
governed by doing (v. 12)11 Paul has established 

that the law does not bring acceptance with God; 
that, even as taught in the Bible (Habakkuk 2:4), 
it comes by way of faith. Paul now backs off to 
take one more swat at the law. The law, he argues, 
is not of faith (and faith saves); the law demands 
“performance.” He quotes Leviticus 18:5: “The 
man who does these things [i.e., the law] will live 
by them.” Here Paul contrasts the terms faith and 
does and, in so doing, he shows that the law is not 
a system of faith. Rather, it is a system of “doing.” 
[McKnight, S. (1995). Galatians (p. 155). Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House.]

It is God who justifies ...

(Romans 8:31–34 ESV) What then 
shall we say to these things? If God 
is for us, who can be against us? He 
who did not spare his own Son but 
gave him up for us all, how will he 
not also with him graciously give 
us all things? Who shall bring any 
charge against God’s elect? It is God 
who justifies. Who is to condemn? 
Christ Jesus is the one who died—
more than that, who was raised—
who is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed is interceding for us.

Question 60 of the heidelberg CateChism

How are you rigHteous before god?
• Only by true faith in Jesus Christ;1 that is, although my 

conscience accuse me, that I have grievously sinned against all 
the commandments of God, and have never kept any of them,2 
and am still prone always to all evil;3 yet God without any merit 
of mine,4 of mere grace,5 grants and imputes to me the perfect 
satisfaction,6 righteousness, and holiness of Christ,7 as if I had 
never committed nor had any sin, and had myself accomplished 
all the obedience which Christ has fulfilled for me;8 if only I 
accept such benefit with a believing heart.9

____________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Romans 3:21-25. Galatians 2:16. Ephesians 2:8,9. Philippians 3:9. 
2 Romans 3:9,10. 
3 Romans 7:23.; 
4 Titus 3:5. 
5 Romans 3:24. Ephesians 2:8.
6 I John 2:2. 
7 I John 2:1. Romans 4:4,5. 2 Corinthians 5:19. 
8 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
9 John 3:18. * Romans 3:28. * Romans 10:10.


