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I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise.

For it is written ...

•	 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but 
to preach the gospel, and not with words of 
eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be 
emptied of its power. 

•	 18 For the word of the cross is folly to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 

•	 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of 
the discerning I will thwart.” 

•	 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, it pleased 
God through the folly of what we preach to save 
those who believe. 

•	 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 
wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 
24 but to those who are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 

•	 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men. 

•	 26 For consider your calling, brothers: not 
many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. 

•	 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world 
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing things 
that are, 

•	 29 so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God. 30 And because of him you 
are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 
from God, righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Your 
Observations 
Here

1 Corinthians 1:17-31
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•	 (James 3:13–18 ESV) Who is wise and 
understanding among you? By his good 
conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter 
jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, 
do not boast and be false to the truth. This 
is not the wisdom that comes down from 
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
there will be disorder and every vile practice. 
But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy 
and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a 
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by 
those who make peace.

•	 (Ephesians 3:20–21 ESV) Now to him who is 
able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work 
within us, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen.

•	 (John 8:45–47 ESV) But because I tell the 
truth, you do not believe me. Which one of you 
convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do 
you not believe me? Whoever is of God hears 
the words of God. The reason why you do not 
hear them is that you are not of God.”

•	 (John 17:8 ESV) For I have given them the 
words that you gave me, and they have received 
them and have come to know in truth that I 
came from you; and they have believed that 
you sent me.

•	 (Psalm 90:12 ESV) So teach us to number our 
days that we may get a heart of wisdom.

•	 (Psalm 111:10 ESV) The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it 
have a good understanding. His praise endures 
forever!

•	 (Proverbs 1:7 ESV) The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom 
and instruction.

•	 (Proverbs 2:1–6 ESV) My son, if you receive 

my words and treasure up my commandments 
with you, making your ear attentive to wisdom 
and inclining your heart to understanding; yes, 
if you call out for insight and raise your voice 
for understanding, if you seek it like silver 
and search for it as for hidden treasures, then 
you will understand the fear of the LORD and 
find the knowledge of God. For the LORD gives 
wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and 
understanding.

•	 (Proverbs 9:10 ESV) The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the 
Holy One is insight.

•	 (Proverbs 15:33 ESV) The fear of the LORD is 
instruction in wisdom, and humility comes 
before honor.

•	 (Matthew 13:53–58 ESV) And when Jesus had 
finished these parables, he went away from 
there, and coming to his hometown he taught 
them in their synagogue, so that they were 
astonished, and said, “Where did this man get 
this wisdom and these mighty works? Is not 
this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother 
called Mary? And are not his brothers James 
and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are 
not all his sisters with us? Where then did 
this man get all these things?” And they took 
offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A 
prophet is not without honor except in his 
hometown and in his own household.” And he 
did not do many mighty works there, because 
of their unbelief.

•	 (Luke 11:31–32 ESV) The queen of the South 
will rise up at the judgment with the men of 
this generation and condemn them, for she 
came from the ends of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something 
greater than Solomon is here. The men of 
Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something 
greater than Jonah is here.

Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, 
but he who walks in wisdom will be delivered.

(Proverbs 28:26 ESV)

A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, 
but only in expressing his opinion.

(Proverbs 18:2 ESV)

Wisdom


