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OUTLINE … (Galatians 5:2–12 ESV) 
Paul had a very successful missionary outreach 

and founded churches in the southern Galatian 
cities of Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe 
(Acts 13:14–14:23) and now the very life of these 
churches is at risk because of false brothers who 
have come in and compromised the gospel. This is 
the great apostle’s heartache and his battle. At some 
point the people in these fellowships must turn 
the corner and stand firm in the freedom for which 
Christ has set them free. 

Otherwise, they will possibly be judged like the 
churches in Revelation 2-3 ... 

• ... such as the church at Ephesus for leaving 
their first love, and Christ called them to 
repent or he would remove his light, 

• ... or the church at Pergamum who 
tolerated false teachers and Christ 
threatened to declare war against them,

• ... or the church at Thyatira which harbored 
a female prophetess who seduced with 
false teaching and sexual immorality, and 
were threatened with great tribulation,

• ... or the church at Sardis which seemed 
alive but was dead and Christ himself 
warned that he would come against them 
and attack without warning, 

• ... and lastly the church at Laodicea of 
which Christ said that he would spit them 
out of his mouth.

• (Galatians 5:2–6 ESV)  Look: I, Paul, say to you 
that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of 
no advantage to you. 3 I testify again to every man 
who accepts circumcision that he is obligated to 
keep the whole law. 4 You are severed from Christ, 

you who would be justified by the law; you have 
fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, 
by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope 
of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for 
anything, but only faith working through love. 

❶ For a fellowship to honor Christ and to 
be faithful in what matters—which is faith 
working through love—we need to know 
that the only thing that counts is believing 
God and living by faith through the Spirit of 
God, 5:2-6.

Circumcision is something “which is done in 
the body by human hands” (Ephesians 2:11 NIV).

• (Ephesians 2:11 NIV) Therefore, remember that 
formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 
“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves 
“the circumcision” (which is done in the body by 
human hands).

Accepting even one work is choosing the 
system of works salvation which is a choice away 
from Christ and a choice away from grace.

A. If you accept circumcision—or anything 
which is done by human hands, e.g. water 
baptism, then Christ will be of no advantage to 
you.

B. If you accept circumcision—or anything 
which is done by human hands, e.g. water 
baptism, then you are obligated to keep the 
whole law.

C. If you accept circumcision—or anything 
which is done by human hands, e.g. water 
baptism, then you are estranged from Christ as 
you have lost your grasp on grace.

Why is this? Faith is the only thing that counts 
because believing God fully is the only way to 
completely accept the work of the Spirit through the 
finished work of Jesus Christ.

And because works—things which are done 
by human hands, e.g. water baptism—enslave. 
In turning to any work, you turn away from the 
finished work of Jesus Christ. You turn away from a 
system of grace to a system of law. It is impossible 
to mix grace and works in the process of our 
justification. Grace by definition means no works. 
The fatal error of many groups is the attempt to mix 
Christ and grace and faith and works.

• (Galatians 5:7–10 ESV)  You were running well. 
Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8 This 
persuasion is not from him who calls you. 9 A 
little leaven leavens the whole lump. 10 I have 
confidence in the Lord that you will take no other 
view, and the one who is troubling you will bear 
the penalty, whoever he is. 

• (Luke 12:1-3 ESV) In the meantime, when so many 
thousands of the people had gathered together 
that they were trampling one another, he began 
to say to his disciples first, “Beware of the leaven 
of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. Nothing is 
covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden 
that will not be known. Therefore whatever you 
have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, 
and what you have whispered in private rooms 
shall be proclaimed on the housetops.”

❷ For a fellowship to honor Christ and to 
be faithful in what matters—which is faith 
working through love—we need to maintain 
a clear, uncompromised gospel that enables 
us to run well, 5:7-10. 

Accepting even one compromise—such as water 
baptism—compromises the entire work of God in 
your life and hinders you from running well.

• (Habakkuk 2:2–4 ESV) And the LORD answered 
me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, 
so he may run who reads it. 3 For still the vision 
awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it 
will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will 
surely come; it will not delay. 4 Behold, his soul 
is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the 
righteous shall live by his faith.”

It only takes a small amount of leaven—a close 
but compromised gospel—to corrupt the entire 
Christ-honoring witness of a congregation and 
to weaken, and even extinguish, the church’s 
testimony for Christ.

• (Galatians 5:11-12 ESV)  But if I, brothers, 
still preach circumcision, why am I still being 
persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross 
has been removed. 12 I wish those who unsettle 
you would emasculate themselves!

❸ For a fellowship to honor Christ and 
to be faithful in what matters—which is 
faith working through love—we need to 
passionately oppose those who unsettle and 
trouble and agitate the saints with the false 
teaching of works salvation, 5:11-12.

áWhere did that person come from? hint: 
not the BiBle! Where do we, as Christians, get this 
“Mr. Nice Guy” persona—the good Christian facade, 
the fabricated, composite of a religious person who 
everyone likes and considers reasonable and open 
to opinion, etc. 

• A persona is an individual’s social facade 
or front that reflects the role in life 
the individual is playing; the aspect of 
someone’s character that is presented to 
or perceived by others, e.g. “her public 
persona”; a role or character adopted by an 
author or an actor.


