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How Does GoD DeciDe 
wHo “Gets in”?

Jesus cHrist 
_________________

GoD’s watersHeD

GoD’s DiviDinG line

_________________

He is GoD.
His Gospel DiviDes.

_________________

Line of demarcation

A line of demarcation is 
a separation—a dividing 

line—between things 
deemed to be distinct.

Watershed

A watershed is a crucial 
dividing point, line, or 

factor; an important 
point of division or 

transition between two 
phases, conditions, etc.; 
an important period or 
factor that serves as a 

dividing line.
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tHis Jesus is GoD 
1. tHe beloveD son is tHe visible imaGe of 

tHe invisible GoD.
• (Colossians 1:15a ESV) He is the image of the 

invisible God.

• (Hebrews 1:3 ESV) He is the radiance of the glory 
of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high. 

• (John 1:14 ESV) And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 

• (John 14:8–11 ESV) Philip said to him, “Lord, show 
us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said 
to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still 
do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say 
to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the 

Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe 
me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or 
else believe on account of the works themselves.

2. tHe beloveD son is tHe firstborn of all 
creation—tHe surpassinG, foremost, 
supreme, most prominent Human person 
in all of creation. 
• (Colossians 1:15b ESV) ... the firstborn of all 

creation. 

• (Romans 8:29 ESV) For those whom he foreknew 
he also predestined to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers.

• (Hebrews 1:5–6 ESV) For to which of the angels 
did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have 
begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, 
and he shall be to me a son”? 6 And again, when he 
brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all 
God’s angels worship him.”

• (Revelation 1:5 ESV) And from Jesus Christ the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has 
freed us from our sins by his blood.
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The   Gospel

GoD “Draws tHe line” 
at tHe Gospel!

B 
ut even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we 

preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is 
preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed (Galatians 1:8–9 ESV).
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3. all tHinGs were createD by, tHrouGH anD 
for tHe beloveD son.
• (Colossians 1:16 ESV) For by him all things 

were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him 
and for him.

• (Hebrews 1:2 ESV) But in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir 
of all things, through whom also he created the 
world.

• (John 1:2–3 ESV) He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made.

• (John 1:10 ESV) He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did 
not know him.

4. tHe beloveD son is first—preeminent—in 
everytHinG. 
• (Colossians 1:17a ESV) And he is before all 

things.

• (Ephesians 1:21–23 ESV) Far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every 
name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the one to come. 22 And he put all things under 
his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all.

5. in tHe beloveD son all tHinGs HolD 
toGetHer.
• (Colossians 1:17b ESV) ... and in him all things 

hold together.

• (Hebrews 1:3a ESV) He is the radiance of the glory 
of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power.

6. tHe beloveD son is tHe HeaD of tHe 
cHurcH.
• (Colossians 1:18a ESV) And he is the head of the 

body, the church.

• (Ephesians 5:23–24 ESV) For the husband is the 
head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now 
as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should 
submit in everything to their husbands.

7. tHe beloveD son is tHe beGinninG 
fruit—tHe firstborn fruit of tHe 
resurrection—so tHat in everytHinG He 

is preeminent.
• (Colossians 1:18b ESV) He is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might 
be preeminent.

• (Revelation 1:5 ESV) And from Jesus Christ the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has 
freed us from our sins by his blood.

8. tHe beloveD son is GoD—in Him all tHe 
fullness of GoD was pleaseD to Dwell. 
• (Colossians 1:19 ESV) For in him all the fullness 

of God was pleased to dwell.
• (Philippians 2:5–6 ESV) Have this mind among 

yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped.

• (Hebrews 1:3 ESV) He is the radiance of the glory 
of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high,

9. GoD reconcileD all tHinGs to Himself by 
tHe beloveD son—makinG peace by tHe 
blooD of tHe cross. 
• (Colossians 1:20 ESV) And through him to reconcile 

to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross.

• (Ephesians 2:12–14 ESV) Remember that you were 
at that time separated from Christ, alienated from 
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far off have been brought near 
by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our 
peace, who has made us both one and has broken 
down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility.

• (Ephesians 2:16–17 ESV) And might reconcile us 
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 
killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached 
peace to you who were far off and peace to those 
who were near.

• (John 14:27 ESV) Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither 
let them be afraid.

• (John 16:33 ESV) I have said these things to you, 
that in me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 
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overcome the world.”

• (Romans 5:1 ESV) Therefore, since we have been 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

• (Hebrews 13:20–21 ESV) Now may the God of 
peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the 
blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working 
in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 
Amen.

His Gospel DiviDes

1. cHrist’s Gospel is a sworD tHat DiviDes. 
• (Matthew 10:34–39 ESV) Do not think that I have 

come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come 
to set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law. 36 And a person’s enemies will 
be those of his own household. 37 Whoever loves 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not 
take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it.

• (Luke 12:51 ESV) Do you think that I have come 
to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division. 

2. cHrist’s Gospel DiviDes tHose wHose 
names are written in tHe book from 
tHose wHose names are not written in 
tHe book.
• (Revelation 20:11–15 ESV) Then I saw a great 

white throne and him who was seated on it. From his 
presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was 
found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and 
small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Then another book was opened, which 
is the book of life. And the dead were judged by 
what was written in the books, according to what 
they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead 
who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead 
who were in them, and they were judged, each one 

of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then 
Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if 
anyone’s name was not found written in the book 
of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

3. cHrist’s Gospel DiviDes tHe sHeep from 
tHe Goats.
• (Matthew 25:31–34, 41, 46 ESV) When the Son of 

Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before 
him will be gathered all the nations, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he 
will place the sheep on his right, but the goats 
on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those 
on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world.” 41 Then he will say to 
those on his left, “Depart from me, you cursed, into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life.”

4. cHrist’s Gospel DiviDes tHe riGHteous 
from tHe wickeD.
• (Malachi 3:18 ESV) Then once more you shall 

see the distinction between the righteous and the 
wicked, between one who serves God and one who 
does not serve him.

• (Ecclesiastes 3:17 ESV) I said in my heart, God will 
judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a 
time for every matter and for every work.

• (Psalm 1:5–6 ESV) Therefore the wicked will 
not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous; for the LORD 
knows the way of the righteous, but the way of 
the wicked will perish.

5. cHrist’s Gospel DiviDes tHose wHo believe 
from tHose wHo Do not believe.
• (John 3:16–18 ESV) For God so loved the world, 

that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
17 For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes 
in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only Son of God.


