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Outline … (James 1:1–8) 
1. A message from God for the “scattered 

mothers” … “mothers on the run” … (1:1).
• (James 1:1 ESV) James, a servant of God 

and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve 
tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings.

2. Guilt-free mothering means trusting God 
with the trials of life (1:2-3).
• (James 1:2–3 ESV) Count it all joy, my 

brothers, when you meet trials of various 
kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of 
your faith produces steadfastness.

3. Guilt-free mothering means trusting God for 
completeness and filling (1:4).
• (James 1:4 ESV) And let steadfastness 

have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

4. Guilt-free mothering means trusting God for 
wisdom (1:5).
• (James 1:5 ESV) If any of you lacks 

wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it 
will be given him.

5. Guilt-free mothering means trusting God 
with a single mind and heart (1:6-8).
• (James 1:6–8 ESV)  But let him ask in 

faith, with no doubting, for the one who 
doubts is like a wave of the sea that is 
driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that 
person must not suppose that he will 
receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a 
double-minded man, unstable in all his 
ways.

____________________________________________

addEndum: LEssons in PErfEcTion ...
____________________________________________
I. Our perfection is forever settled through 

the finished work of Jesus Christ.

• (Hebrews 10:14 ESV) For by a single 
offering he has perfected for all time those 
who are being sanctified.

II. His grace is sufficient—his power is made 
perfect in weakness; when we are weak 
we are strong.

• (2 Corinthians 12:9–10 ESV) But he 
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 
For the sake of Christ, then, I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I 
am weak, then I am strong.

III. We have yet to achieve perfection but one 
day we will, so we press on to the end.

• (Philippians 3:12–16 NLT) I don’t mean 
to say that I have already achieved these 
things or that I have already reached 
perfection. But I press on to possess that 
perfection for which Christ Jesus first 
possessed me. 13 No, dear brothers and 
sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus 
on this one thing: Forgetting the past and 
looking forward to what lies ahead, 14 I 
press on to reach the end of the race and 
receive the heavenly prize for which God, 
through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 15 
Let all who are spiritually mature agree 
on these things. If you disagree on some 
point, I believe God will make it plain 
to you. 16 But we must hold on to the 
progress we have already made.

IV. As the love of God is perfected in us, we 
live fearlessly and look forward to the day 
of judgment with great confidence in our 
standing before God.

• (1 John 4:16–18 ESV) So we have come to 
know and to believe the love that God has 
for us. God is love, and whoever abides in 
love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
17 By this is love perfected with us, so 
that we may have confidence for the day of 
judgment, because as he is so also are we 
in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casts out fear. For fear 

has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not been perfected in love.


