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1. To find our place socially in God’s world
we need to allow God to set the context.
A. We find our place in God’s world when we

understand and accept that the cosmos is God’s
cosmos.

Cosmos … the universe seen as a well-
ordered whole; the universe regarded as an
orderly, harmonious whole; harmony and order
as distinct from chaos; the universe considered
as a system with an order and pattern.

• (Genesis 1:1–10 ESV) In the beginning, God
created the heavens and the earth. 2 The
earth was without form and void, and
darkness was over the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face
of the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw
that the light was good. And God separated
the light from the darkness. 5 God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day. 6 And God said, “Let
there be an expanse in the midst of the
waters, and let it separate the waters from
the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse
and separated the waters that were under
the expanse from the waters that were above
the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called
the expanse Heaven. And there was evening
and there was morning, the second day. 9
And God said, “Let the waters under the
heavens be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so.
10 God called the dry land Earth, and the
waters that were gathered together he called
Seas. And God saw that it was good.

B. We find our place in God’s world when we allow
God’s word to set the context of our lives in
regard to his providential, sovereign rule.

We will neither understand nor accept our

individual roles in society as wives, husbands,
children and fathers, until we receive and accept
the instruction of the word of God and allow it to
set the context of our lives in God’s created
order under his providential, sovereign rule.

We were made in his image. Don’t miss this.
Made in his image. Made male and female. This
speaks of design and distinction.

• (Genesis 1:26–27 ESV) Then God said, “Let
us make man in our image, after our
likeness. And let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over the livestock and over all
the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man
in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created
them.

We were “placed” in God’s universe in a lofty,
high position. This is startling news and evokes
praise to our majestic Lord.

• (Psalm 8:1–9 ESV) O Lord, our Lord, how
majestic is your name in all the earth! You
have set your glory above the heavens. 2 Out
of the mouth of babies and infants, you have
established strength because of your foes, to
still the enemy and the avenger. 3 When I
look at your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars, which you
have set in place, 4 what is man that you are
mindful of him, and the son of man that you
care for him? 5 Yet you have made him a
little lower than the heavenly beings and
crowned him with glory and honor. 6 You
have given him dominion over the works of
your hands; you have put all things under
his feet, 7 all sheep and oxen, and also the
beasts of the field, 8 the birds of the
heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever
passes along the paths of the seas. 9 O Lord,
our Lord, how majestic is your name in all
the earth!
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…This is the woman who loves God first, worships and obeys him, and, as a result, accepts with great joy her
place in God’s cosmic plan and purpose by accepting her time and space role on Earth as a submissive wife.
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We–through Adam’s sin–have fallen from our
original lofty position, but now are able to
receive an even loftier position in God’s world
through our redemption in Jesus Christ. Having
been delivered from the domain of darkness to
the kingdom of the beloved Son, we now enjoy
the exalted position we have in Christ. “Putting
on” our new life in Christ gives us the
empowerment, insight and perspective to accept
with joy and thankfulness our “earthly
assignment.”

2. To find our place socially in God’s world
we need to allow God to set our roles.

So first up… “Christ in you”
The starring role of a submissive wife

This is the role of a woman who loves God
first, worships and obeys him, and as a result
accepts with great joy her place in God’s cosmic
plan and purpose by accepting her time and
space role on Earth as wife in a household and
submits to her husband as is fitting in the Lord.

• (Colossians 3:18 ESV) Wives, submit to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

A. What does submit mean? What can we do to help
us accept and receive this command to submit?
i. We need to understand what the

word actually means.

The word submit in the Greek is ὑποτάσσω
[hupotasso]. In the case such as here in our
Colossians text where it is commanded of a
person, the meaning is then to put under, to
submit oneself to, to subject oneself to, to
submit to ones control, to yield to.

Our English dictionaries say the same thing
… submit … to yield to the action, control,
power, etc. of another or others; to defer to
another's judgment or decision; to give over or
yield to the power or authority of another … to
yield to governance or authority.

ii. We need to understand God’s
heart–what he intends and means
when he calls godly women to submit
to their husbands.

If we have a problem with the word submit,
then how do we approach that problem? Two
very important factors: Who is speaking? What
is the nature and character of the person

speaking? The question ultimately and always
comes to–Do we trust and believe God? Do we
trust and believe God’s word?

We need to probe our hearts and minds:
What does that tell us about our belief and trust
in God and his word if we think this is an unfair
or unjust or wrong thing to say?

This may become more understandable,
and/or acceptable, if we study the example of
our Lord’s submission. (See the Philippians
example and reference below.)

We have to look past the surface
misunderstandings and emotions. The use of the
word submit indicates the presence and function
of a hierarchy. Some would question the ethics
of this. So we should ask, “Is it wrong to have
an established hierarchy in the home or even
in general?”

Insight into the attitude we should glean
from Christ’s example of submitting to a
hierarchical structure …

• (Philippians 2:3–7 ESV) Do nothing from
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility
count others more significant than
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to
his own interests, but also to the interests of
others. 5 Have this mind among
yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of
God, did not count equality with God a thing
to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by
taking the form of a servant, being born in
the likeness of men.

iii. We need to grasp THE BIG
PICTURE.

When you, the godly wife, bring “the new
you” (the “Christ in you” person) into your home,
you begin living as one who sees life through the
portal of God and eternity.

Godly, biblical submission is the farthest
thing from … even an opposite thing from … a
dead-end … it is a doorway … but far from
stepping through that doorway and finding
herself enslaved or oppressed … the godly,
submissive wife finds herself stepping into the
world of God.

• (Psalm 34:7–10 ESV) The angel of the LORD
encamps around those who fear him, and
delivers them. 8 Oh, taste and see that the
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FINDING OUR PLACE IN GOD’S WORLD

We will neither understand nor accept our individual roles in society as
wives, husbands, children and fathers, until we receive and accept the

instruction of the word of God and allow it to set the context of our lives in
God’s created order under his providential, sovereign rule.

LORD is good! Blessed is the [woman] who
takes refuge in him! 9 Oh, fear the LORD,
you his saints, for those who fear him have
no lack! 10 The young lions suffer want and
hunger; but those who seek the LORD lack
no good thing.

B. What does submit mean for the wife?
• (Colossians 3:18 ESV) Wives, submit to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

i. We must understand that submitting
is something that the wife chooses to
do. The wife obeys God’s instruction
to submit to her husband because
she is submitted to the Lord.

ii. In the context of the home she is
instructed to submit to her husband
but not instructed to submit to men
in general. However, in the context of
the church fellowship, women are to
submit to, or at least defer to men in
leadership, authority and teaching.

• (1 Timothy 2:11-14 ESV) Let a woman learn
quietly with all submissiveness. 12 I do not
permit a woman to teach or to exercise
authority over a man; rather, she is to

remain quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first,
then Eve; 14 and Adam was not deceived,
but the woman was deceived and became a
transgressor.

So concerning the issue of God and
submission and the Bible, we need to face
directly the fact that this is God speaking. When
the Bible speaks, God speaks.

C. What does it mean “as is fitting in the Lord”?
“As is fitting in the Lord” seems to be best

understood in the development of our context of
putting on Christ, putting on the new life and all
that accompanies the new life. “As is fitting in
the Lord” is the logical, biblical development of
our context. (See Colossians 3:1-17 for review.)

D. Should (can) the husband demand submission?
***Submission is first and foremost the wife’s

duty before God, and secondarily her duty to her
husband and family. With this in mind it would
seem that the husband does not have the right
to demand submission, but he can and should
insist, as spiritual leader in the home, that the
wife obey the instruction of the Lord.
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