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INTRODUCING 1 PETER: Peter is qualified to
write this letter of hope because …

1. Peter was an apostle.
(1 Peter 1:1 ESV) Peter, an apostle of Jesus
Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the
Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia,
Asia, and Bithynia.

(Ephesians 2:19b–20 ESV) ... the household
of God, 20 built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself
being the cornerstone.

(Revelation 21:14 ESV) And the wall of the
city had twelve foundations, and on them
were the twelve names of the twelve apostles
of the Lamb.

2. Peter not only was an apostle, but he was
the most prominent apostle, the leader of
the early Church, always first in the list of
the apostles and part of the inner circle.
(Mark 5:36–37 ESV) But overhearing what
they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the
synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37
And he allowed no one to follow him except
Peter and James and John the brother of
James.

(Matthew 16:18 ESV) And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.

(Matthew 10:2 ESV) The names of the twelve
apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the
son of Zebedee, and John his brother.

––ALSO SEE MARK 3:16, LUKE 6:14.

3. Peter is mentioned more in the NT record
than anyone except Jesus.
In the ESV he is referred to over 170 times …
as “Peter” 156 times in 151 verses … as
Simon another 15-16 times … and as
Cephas another 8 times …

In the ESV Paul is listed 165 times in 160
verses as he came later and became the
preeminent voice of the church through the
first century.

4. Peter learned the life of God from the
Master Teacher himself––Jesus Christ.

For example …

A. He learned submission to government
from Jesus.

The tax lesson …

(Matthew 17:24–27 ESV) When they came to
Capernaum, the collectors of the two-
drachma tax went up to Peter and said,
“Does your teacher not pay the tax?” 25 He
said, “Yes.” And when he came into the
house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying,
“What do you think, Simon? From whom do
kings of the earth take toll or tax? From their
sons or from others?” 26 And when he said,
“From others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the
sons are free. 27 However, not to give offense
to them, go to the sea and cast a hook and
take the first fish that comes up, and when
you open its mouth you will find a shekel.
Take that and give it to them for me and for
yourself.”

(1 Peter 2:13–17 ESV) Be subject for the
Lord’s sake to every human institution,
whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14
or to governors as sent by him to punish
those who do evil and to praise those who do
good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by
doing good you should put to silence the
ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people
who are free, not using your freedom as a
cover-up for evil, but living as servants of
God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

B. He learned through outstanding
moments of victory and defeat … …

You are the Christ …

(Matthew 16:15–17 ESV) He said to them,
“But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,
but my Father who is in heaven.”

You have the words of eternal life …

(John 6:67–69 ESV) So Jesus said to the
twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom
shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life, 69 and we have believed, and have come
to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”

Denied Christ …

(Luke 22:60–62 ESV) But Peter said, “Man, I
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do not know what you are talking about.”
And immediately, while he was still
speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the
Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter
remembered the saying of the Lord, how he
had said to him, “Before the rooster crows
today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And
he went out and wept bitterly.

C. He asked the hard questions …

(Matthew 18:21–22 ESV) Then Peter came up
and said to him, “Lord, how often will my
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As
many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him,
“I do not say to you seven times, but
seventy-seven times.”

D. He was rebuked harshly by the Lord …

(Matthew 16:22–23 ESV) And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far
be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen
to you.” 23 But he turned and said
to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!
You are a hindrance to me. For you
are not setting your mind on the
things of God, but on the things of
man.”

5. Peter knew hope..
(1 Peter 1:3 ESV) Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! According to his great
mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead.

A. He knew what it meant to
lose hope.

Despairing and broken Simon
Peter went back to fishing …
(John 21:2–3 ESV) Simon Peter,
Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana
in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two
others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon
Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They
said to him, “We will go with you.” They went
out and got into the boat, but that night they
caught nothing.”

B. He knew what it meant to have hope
restored.

Jesus begins mending his broken leaders
… (John 21:4–14 ESV) Just as day was
breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the

disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5
Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have
any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He
said to them, “Cast the net on the right side
of the boat, and you will find some.” So they
cast it, and now they were not able to haul it
in, because of the quantity of fish. 7 That
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to
Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter
heard that it was the Lord, he put on his
outer garment, for he was stripped for work,
and threw himself into the sea. 8 The other
disciples came in the boat, dragging the net
full of fish, for they were not far from the
land, but about a hundred yards off. 9 When
they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire
in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread.
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the
fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon
Peter went aboard and hauled the net

ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them.
And although there were so many, the
net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now
none of the disciples dared ask him,
“Who are you?” They knew it was the
Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the
bread and gave it to them, and so with
the fish. 14 This was now the third
time that Jesus was revealed to the
disciples after he was raised from the
dead.

C. He knew the power of hope in
restoring and recommissioning.

(John 21:15–17 ESV) When they had
finished breakfast, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said
to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I
love you.” He said to him, “Feed my

lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time,
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love
you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17
He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of
John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved
because he said to him the third time, “Do
you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you
know everything; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”

Remember these
broken men would
be memorialized
forever as their
names would be
written on the

foundations of the
wall of the new
Jerusalem …

(Revelation 21:14) …
that is how Jesus
mends his faithful

servants …
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our anchor holds ...

1. That God will complete what he has decided upon in his divine
counsel before our earth was even created.

2. That God will complete everything he has revealed in his word.

3. That God will bring all things to full completion to his praise, honor
and glory through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul,
a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain.

(Hebrews 6:19 ESV)

Hope the confident expectation that God will carry
out his plan and fulfill his purpose …

RE: The Certainty of God’s Promise


