
Remembering th
e

Lord Jesus Proclaiming
his death

until he comes

• (1 Corinthians 11:23–26 ESV) For I received from the Lord

what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night

when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given

thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also he

took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in

remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and

drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



• (Matthew 26:26–28 ESV) Now as they
were eating, Jesus took bread, and after
blessing it broke it and gave it to the
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my
body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when
he had given thanks he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this
is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness
of sins.

Blessing: The bread ...
Command: Eat the bread and drink the cup.
Giving thanks: The cup ...
Explanation: In eating and drinking they were
acknowledging his bodily sacrifice–the blood of the
covenant whereby we have forgiveness of sins.
_______________________________________________

• (Mark 14:22–25 ESV) And as they were
eating, he took bread, and after blessing
it broke it and gave it to them, and said,
“Take; this is my body.” 23 And he took a

cup, and when he had given thanks he
gave it to them, and they all drank of it.
24 And he said to them, “This is my
blood of the covenant, which is poured
out for many. 25 Truly, I say to you, I will
not drink again of the fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it new in the
kingdom of God.”

Blessing: The bread ...
Command: Eat the bread and drink the cup.
Giving thanks: The cup ...
Explanation: In eating and drinking they were
acknowledging his bodily sacrifice–the blood of the
covenant which was poured out for many.
_______________________________________________

• (Luke 22:19–20 ESV) And he took bread,
and when he had given thanks, he broke
it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the
cup after they had eaten, saying, “This

Why do we take communion?
What are we doing when we take the bread and the cup?

What does the Bible teach?

Therefore,
preparing your minds

for action, and being sober-
minded, set your hope fully
on the grace that will be
brought to you at the

revelation of Jesus Christ.
(1 Peter 1:13 ESV)

Not neglecting to
meet together, as is the
habit of some, but

encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see

the Day drawing near.
(Hebrews 10:25 ESV)

For as often as you
eat this bread and drink the

cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.
(1 Corinthians 11:26 ESV)
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cup that is poured out for you is the new
covenant in my blood.

Giving thanks: The bread and the cup ...
Command: Eat the bread and drink the cup in
remembrance of him.
Explanation: The cup represents the new covenant in
Christ’s blood which was poured out for many.
_______________________________________________

• (1 Corinthians 11:23–26 ESV) For I
received from the Lord what I also
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on
the night when he was betrayed took
bread, 24 and when he had given thanks,
he broke it, and said, “This is my body,
which is for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.” 25 In the same way also he took
the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.

Explanation: The Apostle Paul wants them to realize
that he is only passing on what he received from the
Lord Jesus.
Giving thanks: The bread and the cup ...
Command: Eat the bread and drink the cup
remembering the Lord Jesus.
Explanation: In eating and drinking they were
acknowledging his bodily sacrifice and the new
covenant in his blood.
Further explanation: As often as they did this they
were passing on exactly the message which Christ
intended for them to carry on–a reminder of his death
for sins while anticipating his second coming.

• (1 Corinthians 15:1–4 ESV) Now I would
remind you, brothers, of the gospel I
preached to you, which you received, in
which you stand, 2 and by which you are
being saved, if you hold fast to the word I
preached to you—unless you believed in
vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures, 4 that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third

day in accordance with the Scriptures.

_______________________________________________

• (1 Corinthians 11:27–32 ESV) Whoever,
therefore, eats the bread or drinks the
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty concerning the body and
blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person
examine himself, then, and so eat of the
bread and drink of the cup. 29 For
anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body eats and drinks
judgment on himself. 30 That is why
many of you are weak and ill, and some
have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves
truly, we would not be judged. 32 But
when we are judged by the Lord, we are
disciplined so that we may not be
condemned along with the world.

Warning: Eating the bread and drinking the cup in an
unworthy manner brings the guilt of the death of Christ
on the person.
Command: Examine your life before taking the bread
and the cup.
Explanation: Eating and drinking without biblical
direction and discernment brings judgment, not
blessing, upon the person.

• (Hebrews 10:29 ESV) How much worse
punishment, do you think, will be
deserved by the one who has trampled
underfoot the Son of God, and has
profaned the blood of the covenant by
which he was sanctified, and has
outraged the Spirit of grace?

_______________________________________________

So why do we (should we) take communion? And
what are we doing when we take the bread and
the cup?

1. We take communion because Christ
commanded us to do so.

2. We take communion to remember Christ and
bring to mind the sacrifice of his body and
the shedding of his blood for us.

3. We take communion to proclaim the Lord’s
message of the full payment for sin until he
comes again.
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Alas for the day!
For the day of the LORD is near,

and as destruction from the Almighty it comes.
(Joel 1:15 ESV)

Wail, for the day of the LORD is near;
as destruction from the Almighty it will come!

(Isaiah 13:6 ESV)

For the day is near, the day of the LORD is near;
it will be a day of clouds, a time of doom for the nations.

(Ezekiel 30:3 ESV)

Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision!
For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.

(Joel 3:14 ESV)

The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter;

the mighty man cries aloud there.
(Zephaniah 1:14 ESV)

Faithfully proclaiming his message until he comes!

Faithfully proclaiming the message the Lord Jesus
commanded us to proclaim until he comes again!


