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Encounters with Jesus, Part Two…
Refusing the Gift of Life

What went wrong?

How do you diligently

study the Scriptures ...

… AND YET refuse to come

to the One the Scriptures

testify about …

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

(John 3:16 ESV)

They refused to
come to the

“Giver of Life” to
receive the gift

of life ...
(John 5:39–40 NIV)

You study the Scriptures diligently
because you think that in them you
have eternal life. These are the very
Scriptures that testify about me, yet
you refuse to come to me to have life.



________________________________________________

You search the Scriptures
[you study the Bible]

because you think that in them you have eternal life;

and it is they that bear witness about me,

yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.

(John 5:39–40 ESV)
________________________________________________

Questions we need to ask ...
Why did they think like this?

Why were they unwilling to come to Christ?
________________________________________________

• First question: Why did they think like this?
The most simple, basic answer is that they

thought like this because of their religious
training–both formal such as rabbinical training
and informal as was instituted by Moses in
passages such as Deuteronomy 6.

• (Deuteronomy 6:1 ESV) Now this is the
commandment—the statutes and the rules—
that the Lord your God commanded me to
teach you, that you may do them in the land
to which you are going over, to possess it.

• (Deuteronomy 6:6–7 ESV) And these words
that I command you today shall be on your
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, and when you walk by
the way, and when you lie down, and when
you rise.

They were taught to value the word of God.
So what went wrong? They were no longer led by
the word of God.

• Second question: What was the result of this
change of direction in their approach to the
Scriptures?
Their message from Scripture became more

important than God’s message and as a result,
they neither heard God’s voice nor had God’s
message in their hearts. Sound familiar? And
this is what we see unfolding in John five as the
Jews accuse Jesus of breaking the Sabbath.

• (John 5:10 ESV) So the Jews said to the man

who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and
it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.”

• (John 5:16 ESV) And this was why the Jews
were persecuting Jesus, because he was
doing these things on the Sabbath.

An Overview & Summary: The Jews
accused Jesus of breaking God’s rules. But what
the Jews were actually angry about was that
Jesus did not follow their rules of the Sabbath
and made himself equal with God.

• (John 5:18 ESV) This was why the Jews were
seeking all the more to kill him, because not
only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he
was even calling God his own Father, making
himself equal with God.

Now the Jews wanted to kill him even more.
In 5:19-30 Jesus responds by telling them that
what he does is by example and in complete
unity and harmony with the Father. And in
5:31-36 informs them that not only were his
works approved by the Father but they were the
very works that the Father had sent him to do.

• Third question: Was Jesus’s claim in making
himself equal with God valid? And, if so, why
didn’t they “get it”?
Jesus’s claim to be God was valid because he

is God, and as God, he is lord of the Sabbath.

• (Matthew 12:1–8 ESV) At that time Jesus
went through the grainfields on the Sabbath.
His disciples were hungry, and they began to
pluck heads of grain and to eat. 2 But when
the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, “Look,
your disciples are doing what is not lawful to
do on the Sabbath.” 3 He said to them,
“Have you not read what David did when
he was hungry, and those who were with
him: 4 how he entered the house of God and
ate the bread of the Presence, which it was
not lawful for him to eat nor for those who
were with him, but only for the priests? 5 Or
have you not read in the Law how on the
Sabbath the priests in the temple profane
the Sabbath and are guiltless? 6 I tell you,
something greater than the temple is here. 7
And if you had known what this means, ‘I
desire mercy, and not sacrifice,’ you would
not have condemned the guiltless. 8 For the
Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”

• (Mark 2:27–28 ESV) And he said to them,
“The Sabbath was made for man, not man
for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is lord
even of the Sabbath.”
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• (John 1:1–3 ESV) In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning
with God. 3 All things were made through
him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made.

• (Colossians 1:16–17 ESV) For by him all
things were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things
were created through him and for him. 17
And he is before all things, and in him all
things hold together.

• (Hebrews 1:3 ESV) He is the radiance of the
glory of God and the exact imprint of his
nature, and he upholds the universe by the
word of his power. After making purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high.

• Fourth question: Since Jesus’s claim was valid,
then why didn’t they “get it”?

DAGGER TIME
–>You have never heard God’s voice

–>You have never seen his form

–>You do not have his word living in you

–>You do not believe the one whom he sent

• (John 5:37–38 ESV) And the Father who sent
me has himself borne witness about me. His
voice you have never heard, his form you
have never seen, 38 and you do not have
his word abiding in you, for you do not
believe the one whom he has sent.

• Fifth question: What went so wrong that they
were not willing (refused) to come to the one of
whom their Scriptures testified?

• (John 5:39–40 ESV) You search the
Scriptures because you think that in them
you have eternal life; and it is they that bear
witness about me, yet you refuse to come to
me that you may have life.

They searched the Scriptures for eternal life
but refused to acknowledge the direction in
which the Scriptures pointed them—to Jesus
Christ … to the one whom they needed to come
to that they may have life.

Why did they refuse
to come to Christ?

Their self-seeking religion had crippled
them in their relationship with God, had devastated
their faith and had rendered them incapable of
believing God and coming to Christ.

They settled for the lesser glory of human honor
and attention on which religion feeds and which is in
opposition to seeking the glory that comes from the
only God.

Their self-seeking religion religion had
moved them away from, not toward, God and his
word.
• (John 5:41–44 ESV) I do not receive glory

from people. 42 But I know that you do not
have the love of God within you. 43 I have
come in my Father’s name, and you do not
receive me. If another comes in his own
name, you will receive him. 44 How can you
believe, when you receive glory from one
another and do not seek the glory that comes
from the only God?

________________________________________________

• Sixth question: What would happen to these very
religious people?

• (John 5:45–47 ESV) Do not think that I will
accuse you to the Father. There is one who
accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set
your hope. 46 For if you believed Moses, you
would believe me; for he wrote of me. 47 But
if you do not believe his writings, how will
you believe my words?”

They would be judged by the truth they
professed to believe–the writings of Moses–but
which they did not actually believe.

Their own “stated” belief system will be the
accusing voice when they stand before God at
the final judgement.

• Seventh question: What will happen to you? Are
you merely religious and on your way to hell?
Do you understand that only the

righteousness we receive by faith in Jesus Christ
puts us in right standing before a holy God?
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(Philippians 3:8 KJV) Yea
doubtless, and I count all
things but loss for the

excellency of the knowledge
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for

whom I have suffered the loss
of all things, and do count

them but dung, that I
may win Christ.

• (Philippians 3:9 ESV) And be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but that which comes through
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God
that depends on faith.

• (John 5:44 ESV) How can you believe, when
you receive glory from one another and do not
seek the glory that comes from the only God?

• (John 7:18 ESV) The one who speaks on his
own authority seeks his own glory; but the one
who seeks the glory of him who sent him is
true, and in him there is no falsehood.

• (Romans 2:7–8 ESV) To those who by patience
in well-doing seek for glory and honor and
immortality, he will give eternal life; but for
those who are self-seeking and do not obey
the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will
be wrath and fury.

• (1 Thessalonians 2:6 ESV) Nor did we seek
glory from people, whether from you or from
others, though we could have made demands
as apostles of Christ.

Self-righteousness
Here

Yip. That’s what it literally
says. In modern parlance
count all our self-effort at
righteousness as “doo-doo.”

Place Here
Anything and everything
for which we are tempted

to take credit …

All of it goes right here
on the “doo-doo” roll …
all of our self-righteousness…

self-seeking…our self-
promotion… false humility
… self-honoring religious

expressions…

self-seeking
religion


