
HOLDING FAST TOGETHER
God’s Blueprint for a Fellowship Pleasing to God

We do not
discourage the
righteous ...

You have discouraged
the righteous with your
lies, but I didn’t want

them to be sad. And you
have encouraged the

wicked by promising them
life, even though they
continue in their sins.

(Ezekiel 13:22 NLT)

We do not shrink back ...
“Yet a little while, and the

coming one will come and will
not delay; but my righteous one
shall live by faith, and if he
shrinks back, my soul has no
pleasure in him.” But we are
not of those who shrink back
and are destroyed, but of those
who have faith and preserve

their souls.
(Hebrews 10:37–39 ESV)
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1. A fellowship pleasing to God demonstrates
confidence in God and a confident obedience
in the ways of God, 10:19-20.
• (Hebrews 10:19–20 ESV) Therefore,

brothers, since we have confidence to
enter the holy places by the blood of
Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that
he opened for us through the curtain,
that is, through his flesh.

• (2 Corinthians 3:4–5 ESV) Such is the
confidence that we have through Christ
toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient
in ourselves to claim anything as coming
from us, but our sufficiency is from God.

• (Ephesians 3:11–12 ESV) This was
according to the eternal purpose that he
has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12
in whom we have boldness and access
with confidence through our faith in him.

• (Philippians 3:3 ESV) For we are the
circumcision, who worship by the Spirit
of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put
no confidence in the flesh.

• (1 John 2:28 ESV) And now, little
children, abide in him, so that when he
appears we may have confidence and not
shrink from him in shame at his coming.

• (1 John 3:21 ESV) Beloved, if our heart
does not condemn us, we have
confidence before God.

• (1 John 4:17 ESV) By this is love
perfected with us, so that we may have
confidence for the day of judgment,
because as he is so also are we in this
world.

2. A fellowship pleasing to God demonstrates
true hearts in fully believing God for
forgiveness and cleansing, 10:21-22.
• (Hebrews 10:21–22 ESV) And since we

have a great priest over the house of God,
22 let us draw near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith, with our hearts
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience
and our bodies washed with pure water.

A) This is an allusion to the levitical system
of sacrifice and cleansing in the Old
Testament.
• (Leviticus 4:6 ESV) And the priest

shall dip his finger in the blood
and sprinkle part of the blood
seven times before the Lord in
front of the veil of the sanctuary.

• (Numbers 5:17 ESV) And the
priest shall take holy water in an
earthenware vessel and take some
of the dust that is on the floor of
the tabernacle and put it into the
water.

B) This now speaks of the blood of Christ
and the word of God in the forgiveness of
sins and the cleansing of
unrighteousness.
• (1 John 1:8–10 ESV) If we say we

have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. 9 If we
confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we say we
have not sinned, we make him a
liar, and his word is not in us.

• (Ephesians 5:26 ESV) That he
might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of
water with the word.

• (John 17:17 ESV) Sanctify them
in the truth; your word is truth.

C) Jesus as our great priest is our advocate
with the Father.
• (1 John 2:1–3 ESV) My little

children, I am writing these
things to you so that you may not
sin. But if anyone does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He
is the propitiation for our sins,
and not for ours only but also for
the sins of the whole world. 3 And

How does the Bible identify a fellowship of believers that brings pleasure to God?
What is God’s blueprint for a fellowship that brings him pleasure?
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by this we know that we have
come to know him, if we keep his
commandments.

3. A fellowship pleasing to God holds fast to
what we believe without wavering as we trust
God to be faithful, 10:23.
• (Hebrews 10:23 ESV) Let us hold fast the

confession of our hope without wavering,
for he who promised is faithful.

4. A fellowship pleasing to God meets together
to fulfill the plan and purposes of God, 10:24-
25.
• (Hebrews 10:24–25 ESV) And let us

consider how to stir up one another to
love and good works, 25 not neglecting to
meet together, as is the habit of some,
but encouraging one another, and all the
more as you see the Day drawing near.

____________________________________
Considering the divine blueprint: Building
instructions for those who enter the holy places

and draw near to God…
________________________________________________

i) We meet together to promote love
and good works in the lives of one
another.

ii) We meet together to encourage the
righteous, not the wicked.

• (Ezekiel 13:22 NLT) You have
discouraged the righteous with
your lies, but I didn’t want them
to be sad. And you have
encouraged the wicked by
promising them life, even though
they continue in their sins.

iii) We meet together to encourage one
another with an increasing urgency
as we see anticipate the coming of
our Lord.

• (1 John 3:2–3 ESV) Beloved, we
are God’s children now, and what
we will be has not yet appeared;
but we know that when he
appears we shall be like him,
because we shall see him as he is.
3 And everyone who thus hopes
in him purifies himself as he is
pure.

_______________________________________
Questions we may have …

Should we use this as a proof-text for insisting on
having a Sunday evening service? No.

Do these verses address church membership? No.
Do these verses address church attendance? Most

definitely yes.
Do these verses address our attitude, actions and

purpose when we attend church? Most definitely yes.
_______________________________________

5. A fellowship pleasing to God severely warns
those who continue to not believe God, 10:26-
31.
• (Hebrews 10:26–31 ESV) For if we go on

sinning deliberately after receiving the
knowledge of the truth, there no longer
remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a
fearful expectation of judgment, and a
fury of fire that will consume the
adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set aside
the law of Moses dies without mercy on
the evidence of two or three witnesses. 29
How much worse punishment, do you
think, will be deserved by the one who
has trampled underfoot the Son of God,
and has profaned the blood of the
covenant by which he was sanctified, and
has outraged the Spirit of grace? 30 For
we know him who said, “Vengeance is
mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord
will judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the living
God.

A) The fellowship that pleases God warns
those who continue to not believe God of
the coming judgment of God—the fury of
fire, 10:26-27.

B) The fellowship that pleases God
understands that those who deliberately
continue to not believe God will
eventually go out from us demonstrating
their unbelief and false belief, 10:26-27.
• (1 John 2:18–19 ESV) Children, it

is the last hour, and as you have
heard that antichrist is coming,
so now many antichrists have
come. Therefore we know that it
is the last hour. 19 They went out
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from us, but they were not of us;
for if they had been of us, they
would have continued with us.
But they went out, that it might
become plain that they all are not
of us.

C) The fellowship that pleases God
understands that this judgment is fully
deserved, 10:28-31.

_______________________________________

Questions we may have …
Does this mean the person has lost his or her

salvation? No. This is the sin of unbelief. The course
of their life reveals that they have never truly accepted
the offer of the new and living way and have never
drawn near to God for salvation.

Is this person hopelessly lost? Maybe. We don’t
know so we continue to urge those around us to not
harden their hearts to the things of God.

• (Hebrews 3:7–15 ESV) Therefore, as the
Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear his
voice, 8 do not harden your hearts as in
the rebellion, on the day of testing in the
wilderness, 9 where your fathers put me
to the test and saw my works for forty
years. 10 Therefore I was provoked with
that generation, and said, ‘They always
go astray in their heart; they have not
known my ways.’ 11 As I swore in my
wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest.’ ” 12
Take care, brothers, lest there be in any
of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading
you to fall away from the living God. 13
But exhort one another every day, as
long as it is called “today,” that none of

you may be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have come
to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our
original confidence firm to the end. 15 As
it is said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do
not harden your hearts as in the
rebellion.”

_______________________________________

6. A fellowship pleasing to God reinforces true
belief and confidence in God by reminding
and exhorting, 10:32-39.
• (Hebrews 10:32–39 ESV) But recall the

former days when, after you were
enlightened, you endured a hard struggle
with sufferings, 33 sometimes being
publicly exposed to reproach and
affliction, and sometimes being partners
with those so treated. 34 For you had
compassion on those in prison, and you
joyfully accepted the plundering of your
property, since you knew that you
yourselves had a better possession and
an abiding one. 35 Therefore do not
throw away your confidence, which has a
great reward. 36 For you have need of
endurance, so that when you have done
the will of God you may receive what is
promised. 37 For, “Yet a little while, and
the coming one will come and will not
delay; 38 but my righteous one shall live
by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul
has no pleasure in him.” 39 But we are
not of those who shrink back and are
destroyed, but of those who have faith
and preserve their souls.

FAITH FELLOWSHIP CHURCH OF TENNESSEE, ILLINOIS
LET US BE A FELLOWSHIP THAT BRINGS PLEASURE TO GOD …

THAT BUILDS BY HIS DIVINE BLUEPRINT …
THAT LIVES BY THE WORDS OF GOD …
THAT LIVES BY THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD.

LET US BE THAT CHURCH.


