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Pergamum: The Faithful but Compromised Church!
Jesus Christ loves his Church …

• (Ephesians 5:25–27, 32 ESV) Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present
the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that
she might be holy and without blemish. … This mystery is profound, and I am
saying that it refers to Christ and the church.

OUTLINE – Revelation 2:12–17
A. We need to keep reminding ourselves as we
observe his evaluation process that Jesus Christ
loves his Church.
B. In and from his love then, Jesus Christ will do
everything necessary to prepare his bride for
glory.
C. So in order to effectively accomplish his purpose
he paid the sufficient price and gave himself up
for his Church.

1. JESUS CHRIST APPROACHED THOSE IN THE CHURCH AT
PERGAMUM WITH HIS SWORD IN HAND, 2:12.
• (Revelation 2:12 ESV) And to the angel of
the church in Pergamum write: “The words
of him who has the sharp two-edged
sword.”

A. We need to keep in mind Christ’s intent in his
letters to all the churches—that they hear what the
Spirit is saying to them.
B. We need to remember that Jesus Christ—being
God and infinite in wisdom—identifies himself to
each church in the most effective way that
addresses their greatest need(s).
C. So we know then that our Lord—being God and
infinite in wisdom—had decided that the best
approach for those in the church in Pergamum
was for them to picture him coming to them with
his sword in hand.
D. Per his instructions then the Apostle John
portrayed Christ coming with sword in hand to set
the tone for his words addressing their immediate
need to purge the church of false teaching.

I.

HE GAVE HIMSELF UP FOR HIS CHURCH SO THAT
he would be able to sanctify and
cleanse his church by the washing
of his word of truth.
• (John 17:17 ESV) Sanctify them in the
truth; your word is truth.

II.

HE GAVE HIMSELF UP FOR HIS CHURCH SO THAT
he might present us to himself in
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or
any such thing.

III.

HE GAVE HIMSELF UP FOR HIS CHURCH SO THAT
we might be holy and without
blemish.

Richard Phillips … From time to time I hear a
question that is frequently asked of pastors
today: “What is your vision for your church?” I
do not mean to denigrate this question, because
it can be helpful for a congregation to think
through its particular sense of identity and
mission. Yet it must be emphasized that there is a far more
important question than what is our vision: what vision
Christ has for his church. However we may think of our
church, we must acknowledge that the church belongs to
Jesus, having been bought by his blood, and therefore his
vision must be primary. [Phillips, R. D. (2014). John.
(R. D. Phillips, P. G. Ryken, & D. M. Doriani, Eds.)
(1st ed., Vol. 2, p. 436). Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R
Publishing.]

An Important Interlude: JESUS CHRIST—BEING
GOD AND INFINITE IN HIS LOVE—LOVES HIS CHURCH.
• (Ephesians 5:25–27, 32 ESV) Husbands,
love your wives, as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her, 26 that he
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by
the washing of water with the word, 27 so
that he might present the church to himself
in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any
such thing, that she might be holy and
without blemish. … This mystery is
profound, and I am saying that it refers to
Christ and the church.

Paul is here referring to the inward cleansing of the Spirit
in the process of sanctification. The pure water is the
word of God that cleanses at conversion and purifies
during the sanctifying process. As believers are
immersed (pun intended) in the word of God, their lives
are changed. [Osborne, G. R. (2017). Ephesians: Verse by
Verse (p. 199). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.]

2. JESUS CHRIST APPROACHED THOSE IN THE CHURCH AT
PERGAMUM WITH SWORD IN HAND TO GIVE THEM THE VERY
BEST OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR THE TRUTH ABOUT
THEMSELVES,

2:13-15.

• (Revelation 2:13–15 ESV) I know where you
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dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you hold
fast my name, and you did not deny my
faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful
witness, who was killed among you, where
Satan dwells. 14 But I have a few things
against you: you have some there who hold
the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak
to put a stumbling block before the sons of
Israel, so that they might eat food
sacrificed to idols and practice
A compromised
sexual immorality. 15 So also you
church is a
have some who hold the teaching of
deceived
the Nicolaitans.
church!
They needed a wakeup call … they
_____________
needed to see the seriousness and the
peril of their compromised position. To
SOUND DOCTRINE WAS
get his message across the Lord came
DRIVING THE CAR BUT
with sword in hand.

A. Christ took an approach that allowed
them to hear exactly what they needed to
hear directly from the mouth of the one
who loved them.

THEY WERE ALLOWING
FALSE DOCTRINE TO
RIDE SHOTGUN.

• (Revelation 1:16 ESV) In his right
hand he held seven stars, from his
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and
his face was like the sun shining in
full strength.

• (Ephesians 5:8 NIV) For you were
once darkness, but now you are light
in the Lord. Live as children of light.
• (1 John 1:5 ESV) This is the message
we have heard from him and
proclaim to you, that God is light, and in
him is no darkness at all.

Christ rebuked them, not because they
compromised sound doctrine necessarily, but
because they undermined sound doctrine by
allowing false doctrine to stand alongside the
truth. Many in our churches today fail to understand
how important this is.
They allowed what the church at Ephesus
would never have allowed–wolves in sheep’s
clothing as part of their fellowship. In doing this,
they gave the false teachers a measure of respect
which in turn undermined the sound doctrine of
the apostles. It was for this sin that they were called
to repent.
• (2 Corinthians 11:3–4 ESV) But I am
afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve
by his cunning, your thoughts will be
led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to
Christ. 4 For if someone comes and
proclaims another Jesus than the one
we proclaimed, or if you receive a
different spirit from the one you
received, or if you accept a different
gospel from the one you accepted, you
put up with it readily enough.
• (2 Corinthians 11:12 ESV) And what I
am doing I will continue to do, in order
to undermine the claim of those who
would like to claim that in their
boasted mission they work on the
same terms as we do.

B. Christ spoke the truth to them about their
faithfulness, 2:13.
i.

They held fast his name—they held
true to the nature and character of
Jesus Christ as God, as Lord and as
Savior.
ii. They did not deny the teaching of
Christ and his gospel, even facing
extreme darkness.
iii. They lived at the seat of Satan’s
earthly headquarters.
iv. They held fast even when Antipas
the faithful witness was killed.

A Second Interlude: THE BLESSING OF THE WORD
OF GOD IS THAT IT IS ABLE TO REVEAL WHAT IS MOST
NECESSARY—OUR TRUE SELVES.

C. Christ spoke the truth to them about their
compromise, 2:14-15.
Faithfulness in one area of church life (or
personal life) must never be an excuse for
compromise in another.
• (2 Corinthians 6:14 NIV) Do not be
yoked together with unbelievers. For
what do righteousness and
wickedness have in common? Or what
fellowship can light have with darkness?

• (Hebrews 4:12–13 ESV) For the word of God is
living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints
and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and
intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is
hidden from his sight, but all are naked
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and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we
must give account.
As with most people, and thus most
churches, there is the outward self, the
projection, the image-management of the person
or group, and then there is the real self deep
within the person’s psyche.
Christ knew that for them to repent they had
to see their true selves. The word of God would
do just that—if they would hear it. The sword
was indeed their only hope to see what they
needed to see—i.e. the underlying thoughts and
intentions of their hearts by which they had
rationalized their sin of tolerating false teaching
in their fellowship.

written on the stone that no one knows
except the one who receives it.

A. The first step to conquering is hearing God’s
account of our lives.
B. The second step to conquering is agreeing with
God’s account of our lives and changing our
course as he directs us.
The one who conquers is the one who hears
and repents. Repenting is saying the same thing
as God, so the one who conquers is the one who
hears and agrees with the deep investigative
work of the Holy Spirit of God by the word of
God into our innermost being.

C. The third step to conquering is receiving the
reward.

3. CHRIST HAS REVEALED WHAT IS NECESSARY AND NOW
CALLS THEM TO REPENTANCE, 2:16.

Could the hidden manna be the continued
ability to hear God, receive his words and live by
his words?
• (Deuteronomy 8:3 ESV) And he
humbled you and let you hunger and
fed you with manna, which you did
not know, nor did your fathers know,
that he might make you know that
man does not live by bread alone, but
man lives by every word that comes
from the mouth of the LORD.
It is quite the blessing to experience spiritual
hunger and have that hunger satisfied by holy
words from the mouth of God himself.
• (John 6:47–51a ESV) Truly, truly, I
say to you, whoever believes has
eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life.
49 Your fathers ate the manna in the
wilderness, and they died. 50 This is
the bread that comes down from
heaven, so that one may eat of it and
not die. 51 I am the living bread that
came down from heaven. If anyone
eats of this bread, he will live forever.

• (Revelation 2:16 ESV) Therefore repent. If
not, I will come to you soon and war
against them with the sword of my mouth.

Who does this if not the preacher in
the local fellowship?
A. The pastor/preacher is the one now who wields
the sword for the call to repentance.
B. Sometimes it is vital to the health of the church
that the preacher brings the sword against
“them”–the false teachers and/or those who
tolerate false teaching.
It was essential that they hear Christ’s
rebuke. This happens as the preacher calls them
to repent … to change their minds … to see
inside and be directed away from the image they
had create in their minds which they attempt to
project to the world around them … and to take
an honest look inside as to who they truly were.

4. CHRIST OFFERS HIS REWARD TO THOSE WHO HEAR AND
CONQUER—THEN AND NOW, 2:17.
“THREE THINGS THERE ARE WHICH MEN NEVER
• (Revelation 2:17 ESV) He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To the one who conquers I will
give some of the hidden manna, and I will
give him a white stone, with a new name

OUGHT TO TRIFLE WITH: A LITTLE POISON, A LITTLE
FALSE DOCTRINE, AND A LITTLE SIN”

(J.C. RYLE).
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