Fathers, Be Men of the Good News of God
Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love.
(1 Corinthians 16:13–14 ESV)

“O death, where is
your victory? O death,
where is your sting?”
The sting of death is
sin, and the power of
sin is the law. But
thanks be to God, who
gives us the victory
through our Lord
Jesus Christ.
(1 Corinthians 15:55–57 ESV)

below from a missionary of whom I had asked: What do
you believe is the gospel?
Missionary answer: I do believe the gospel to be belief
in the living, breathing Jesus that walked the earth two
thousand years ago and now sits at the right hand of
God, interceding for the saints and waiting for the time
to return. I believe HE was the only begotten son of God,
who came to redeem mankind. I believe there is no
other way to spend eternity with God, except through
Him.
Please note that he stated true things about our Lord
but not one essential element of the gospel.

1. MEN OF THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD KNOW WHAT THE GOOD
NEWS OF GOD IS, 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-4.
• (1 Corinthians 15:1–4 ESV) Now I would
remind you, brothers, of the gospel I
preached to you, which you received, in
which you stand, 2 and by which you are
being saved, if you hold fast to the word I
preached to you—unless you believed in
vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that
he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures.

E. Men of the good news of God know that the
good news of God is foolishness to those who
are perishing.

A. Men of the good news of God know that the
good news of God is the gospel that Paul
preached.

• (1 Corinthians 1:17–18 ESV) For Christ
did not send me to baptize but to preach
the gospel, and not with words of
eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ
be emptied of its power. 18 For the word of
the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power
of God.

• (Romans 1:1 ESV) Paul, a servant of
Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set
apart for the gospel of God.
(See also Romans 15:15–16, 1 Peter 4:17.)

B. Men of the good news of God receive the gospel
that Paul preached.

LET’S PUT IT THIS WAY. IF YOUR GOSPEL SOUNDS REASONABLE AND
FAIR AND WISE TO YOUR UNSAVED NEIGHBOR OR FRIEND, YOU HAVE
NOT PRESENTED THE GOSPEL OF GOD TO HER.

C. Men of the good news of God take their stand
on, are saved by and believe in the gospel that
Paul preached.

• (1 Corinthians 2:1–4 ESV) And I, when I
came to you, brothers, did not come
proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty
speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ
and him crucified. 3 And I was with you
in weakness and in fear and much
trembling, 4 and my speech and my message
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power.

Vain … “unless you believed in vain” … The word is
εἰκῇ and means without purpose, without just cause;
in vain; without success or effort. To believe in vain is to
believe for no reason; to no end.
D. Men of the good news of God know the
absolutely essential content of the gospel—the
good news of God.
This was the gospel that spoke to the things
which were of first importance: our sins, Christ
dying for our sins, Christ being raised on the
third day … all according to fulfilled prophecy
from the Old Testament Scriptures.
• (1 Corinthians 15:3–4 ESV) For I
delivered to you as of first importance
what I also received: that Christ died for our
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures.

2. MEN OF THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD REJOICE IN THE
VICTORY GOD GIVES THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
1 CORINTHIANS 15:54-57.
• (1 Corinthians 15:54–57 ESV) When the
perishable puts on the imperishable, and
the mortal puts on immortality, then shall
come to pass the saying that is written:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O
death, where is your victory? O death,
where is your sting?” 56 The sting of death
is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57

In view of this very clear statement as to the “first
importance” content of the gospel, examine the answer
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breeds remorse, but also theologically in that it makes
clear that death is not merely a natural phenomenon,
but a punishment, an evil that need not exist, and
would not exist if man were not in rebellion against his
Creator. [Barrett, C. K. (1968). The First Epistle to the
Corinthians (p. 383). London: Continuum.]

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

A. Men of the good news of God know our victory is
given to us by God and is through our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Through … through; by the means of; the ground or
reason by which something is or is not done; by reason
of; on account of; because of, for this reason; on this
account.

ii. Punishment from death is now what is
natural but it was not in the beginning.
We were created to have intimate fellowship
with our Creator. Sin separated us. So apart
from Christ everyone lives with the sting of
death. This sting affects and alters every part of
our being—physical, mental, emotional and
spiritual.
• (Romans 5:12 ESV) Therefore, just as sin
came into the world through one man,
and death through sin, and so death spread
to all men because all sinned.
• (Romans 5:21a ESV) So that, as sin
reigned in death.

B. Men of the good news of God know that this
victory through Christ absolutely destroys death.
Swallowed … to drink down; to devour; to be
destroyed, conceived of as being swallowed up or
consumed.
OUR VICTORY THROUGH CHRIST SO THOROUGHLY DEFEATS DEATH
THAT ONE DAY WE WILL BE IMMORTAL.
• (1 Corinthians 15:52–53 NLT) It will
happen in a moment, in the blink of an
eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For
when the trumpet sounds, those who
have died will be raised to live forever.
And we who are living will also be
transformed. 53 For our dying bodies must be
transformed into bodies that will never die; our
mortal bodies must be transformed into immortal
bodies.

D. Men of the good news of God know that our Godgiven victory through Christ defeats the power
of sin which is the law.
i. The law provokes us to sin and
condemns us by showing us how far we
have fallen from the glory of God and
reminds us of what we have lost.
ii. The law reveals our sin which gives
testimony to the condemnation and
wrath of God that the fallen live under.
iii.The law provokes the conscience of the
fallen human under the reign of death.
• (Romans 2:15 ESV) They show that the
work of the law is written on their
hearts, while their conscience also bears
witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or
even excuse them.
iv.The law continually reminds the fallen
human of death—his or her separation
from God.
• (Romans 5:14 ESV) Yet death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those whose
sinning was not like the transgression
of Adam, who was a type of the one who
was to come.

C. Men of the good news of God know that this
victory through Christ removes the sting of
death.
It is extremely beneficial to us to understand
what this means—“the sting of death is sin, and
the power of sin is the law.”
• (1 Corinthians 15:55–57 ESV) “O death,
where is your victory? O death, where is
your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and
the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be
to God, who gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.
i. Death stings us through our sin.
Death stings us through the sin in our lives
and mocks us for the mess we are in—exposing
the separation between us and God. The hurtful
sting of death is the guilt and sense of
hopelessness and impending punishment
(condemnation) that sin and more sin produces.

ADAM AND EVE IMMEDIATELY FELT THE TERRIBLE STING OF DEATH
WHEN THEY DISOBEYED GOD AND ATE THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT.

C. K. Barrett … ***Taking death as a given fact, sin is
what embitters it, not only psychologically, in that it

Sin began its accusing work in the lives of
Adam and Eve the moment they disobeyed God’s
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3. MEN OF THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD STAND FIRM AND
ABOUND IN THE WORK OF THE LORD, 1 CORINTHIANS
15:58.

command to not eat of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. Created to rule the kingdom of
God and to thrive in the presence of God they
now feared God so they hid from him.
• (Genesis 2:16–17 ESV) And the LORD
God commanded the man, saying, “You
may surely eat of every tree of the
garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that
you eat of it you shall surely die.”
• (Genesis 3:6–8 ESV) So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that
the tree was to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also
gave some to her husband who was with her, and
he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were
naked. And they sewed fig leaves together
and made themselves loincloths. 8 And
they heard the sound of the LORD God
walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the LORD God among the trees
of the garden.
v. The law holds its victims captive.
• (Galatians 3:23 ESV) Now before faith came,
we were held captive under the law,
imprisoned until the coming faith would
be revealed.

• (1 Corinthians 15:58 ESV) Therefore, my
beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not
in vain.

A. The beloved brothers are those who are of the
church of God in Corinth (and all believers).
• (1 Corinthians 1:1–2 ESV) Paul, called by
the will of God to be an apostle of Christ
Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, 2 To
the church of God that is in Corinth, to
those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to
be saints together with all those who in
every place call upon the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and
ours.

B. Men of the good news of God are to be steadfast.
Steadfast … steady—not subject to change or variation;
especially in behavior; firm, immovable, steadfast.
C. Men of the good news of God are to be
immovable.
Immovable … immovable; not able or intended to be
moved; not to be moved from its place, unmoved;
metaphorically firmly persistent.

E. Men of the good news of God know that our Godgiven victory through Christ removes all
condemnation.

D. Men of the good news of God are to be always
abounding in the work of the Lord.
Abounding … to be abundant or plentiful; exist in
large quantities; to exist or be at hand in abundance; a
thing which comes in abundance, or overflows unto
one, something falls to the lot of one in large measure.

• (Romans 8:1 ESV) There is therefore now
no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus.
• (Romans 6:14 ESV) For sin will have no
dominion over you, since you are not
under law but under grace.

E. Men of the good news of God know that in the
Lord our labor is not in vain.

F. Men of the good news of God give thanks and
rejoice in their victory through Christ.
• (1 Corinthians 15:57 ESV) But thanks be
to God, who gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.
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