OUR*MAZING HELPER

THE POWERFUL, ASTOUNDING, MERCIFUL, LOVING, GRACE-FILLED INDISPENSABLE ROLE OF THE SPIRIT IN
CONVICTING AND CONVINCING THE WORLD CONCERNING SIN, RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUDGMENT.



Review: Jesus tells us these things so that we do
not fall away into disillusionment and unbelief and
so that we know what is going on when these
things take place, 16:1-4a.
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¢ (John 16:1-4 ESV) | have said all these things to
you to keep you from falling away. 2 They will put
you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the
hour is coming when whoever kills you will
think he is offering service to God. 3 And
they will do these things because they
have not known the Father, nor me. 4 Butl
have said these things to you, that when their hour
comes you may remember that | told them to you.

It is always to our advantage for God to carry out
his sovereign plan and purpose, 16:4b-7.
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¢ (John 16:4b-7 ESV) | did not say these things to
you from the beginning, because I was with
you. S5 But now I am going to him who sent
me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are
you going?’ 6 But because | have said these things
to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless,
| tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that
I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper
will not come to you. But if I go, I will send
him to you.

The Helper ... mapdrintog [paraklete] - one
who pleads another’s cause before a judge, a pleader,

counsel for defense, legal assistant, an advocate; one
who pleads another's cause with one, an intercessor; in
the widest sense, a helper, succorer, aider, assistant.

A. Generally speaking we need to note that God speaks
his truth to us as we are ready to hear it.

B. In the sovereign will and purpose of God it was
necessary for Jesus to leave so that he could send
the Helper to us.

i. God's plan is always the best plan.

ii. God's plan had not changed-it was always that
Jesus would return to the One who sent him.

iii. They could not yet see that this was good and
necessary regardless of their emotional pain.

iv. God carrying out his sovereign will and purpose is
always to the advantage of those he calls.

v. God's sovereign will and purpose often conflicts
with our expectations and brings sorrow.

Sorrow ... Adwn [loo-pay] - sadness; emotional
pain experienced when sorrowful or unhappy.

vi. We must continue to hear God speak his truth to
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us no matter the pain and disappointment of our
unmet and misguided expectations.

vii.Avoiding the pain of following God is avoiding a
life of righteousness.

* (Hebrews 12:11 ESV) For the moment
all discipline seems painful rather than
pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit
of righteousness to those who have been

trained by it.

C. In the sovereign will and purpose of God we let go of
our expectations for life and find true life in Christ.

¢ (Matthew 10:38-39 ESV) And whoever
does not take his cross and follow me is not
worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will
lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake
will find it.

D. The person who clings to his earthly expectations
rejects the sovereign will of God and forfeits his soul.

* (Mark 8:35-36 ESV) For whoever would save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.
36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole
world and forfeit his soul?

Those who stay true in their witness for Jesus
come to understand the astounding, indispensable,
blessed role of our amazing Helper, 16:8.

* (John 16:8 ESV) And when he comes, he
will convict the world concerning sin and
righteousness and judgment.

A. When the Helper comes, he will convict the world
concerning sin, righteousness and judgment.

Convict ... é1éyyw [elegcho] —to convict,
convince with the suggestion of guilt and shame; to
prove or show to be guilty; to bring to the light, to
expose; to find fault with and to call to account in
showing one his fault.

B. The indispensable role of the Helper in convicting us
of sin should be seen as God’s mercy, grace and love
in regard to our salvation.

¢ (Ephesians 2:4-5 ESV) But God, being
rich in mercy, because of the great love with
which he loved us, 5 even when we were
dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have
been saved.

Klink ... Just as Jesus “takes away the sin of the
world” (1:29), so also does the Paraclete convict the



world of its sin. The grace of God is that the work of the
Spirit is to reveal the sinful condition of the world and
the work of the Son is to remove it. ... The reason the
Paraclete convicts the world of sin is to make the world
aware of its true condition and present need. ... The
reader is to see that the conviction of sin by the Spirit is
an expression of the love of God and a perfect reflection
of the "grace and truth” that he alone can provide
(1:17).[Klink, E. W,, lll. (2016). John (C. E. Arold, Ed.;
pp. 678-679). Zondervan.]

C. The convicting/convincing work of the Helper
prepares us to receive the grace and truth of God.

D. It was necessary for Jesus to leave so that the Helper
could do his integral work in fulfilling the salvation
plan of God.

Integral: Essential to completeness; necessary to
make a whole complete; essential or fundamental.

E. Prerequisite to a person believing in Jesus is
knowing what God means when he speaks of sin,
righteousness and judgment.

4. To do the Spirit’s work in the world we must be led
by the Spirit and have integrity and diligence in our
approach to God’s word, 16:8-11.

¢ (John 16:8-11 ESV) And when he comes,
he will convict the world concerning sin
and righteousness and judgment: 9
concerning sin, because they do not believe
in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I
go to the Father, and you will see me no
longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the
ruler of this world is judged.

A. The world has no biblical, accurate concept of sin, of
righteousness or of judgment.

i. The Spirit communicates the concepts of sin,
righteousness and judgment through God's word.

* (2 Timothy 3:16 ESV) All Scripture is
breathed out by God and profitable for

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for

training in righteousness.

ii. We do our part in the Spirit's work when we
rightly handle the word of truth.

* (2 Timothy 2:15 ESV) Do your best to
present yourself to God as one approved, a
worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

CONCERNING SIN, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT BELIEVE IN ME ...

B. The world does not know what sin is because they do
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not believe in Jesus who is the only way out of sin.

i. Sinis missing the mark (falling short of the glory
of God) and not merely missing the mark (the
glory of God) but that the mark is so far beyond us
to be out of sight.

* (Romans 3:23 ESV) For all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God.

ii. We are under sin and the only way to get out from
under sin and to the Father and his glory is
believing in Jesus Christ.

* (Romans 3:9 ESV) What then? Are we
Jews any better off? No, not at all. For
we have already charged that all, both Jews
and Greeks, are under sin.

¢ (John 14:6 ESV) Jesus said to him, “|
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.”

iii.Sin is not believing in Jesus as the Christ, the Son
of God, and believing having life in his name.

CONCERNING RIGHTEOUSNESS, BECAUSE 1 6o 10 THE FATHER ...

C. The world does not know what righteousness is
because they do not accept Jesus as the
righteousness of God which was affirmed by his
return to the Father at his ascension.

i. Jesus went back to the Father affirming his words
and works as true and he was the one sent by the
Father and the only way of righteousness.

ii. The world needs convicted because they cling to
their own righteousness.

* (Romans 3:10-11 ESV) As it is written:
“None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one
understands; no one seeks for God.

¢ (Matthew 5:20 ESV) For I tell you,
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven.

iii.Scripture affirms that only in Jesus can we be
righteous before God.

e (Philippians 3:9 ESV) ... be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law, but that which
comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith.

* (Romans 10:2-3 ESV) For I bear them
witness that they have a zeal for God,
but not according to knowledge. 3 For,
being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and
seeking to establish their own, they did not




submit to God’s righteousness.

CONCERNING JUDGMENT, BECAUSE THE RULER OF THIS WORLD IS JUDGED ...

D. The Helper convicts/convinces the world regarding

judgment because the world does not know the wrath
they are under now and their future judgment.

¢ (John 3:36 ESV) Whoever believes in the Son
has eternal life; whoever does not obey the
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God
remains on him.

* (Romans 2:8 ESV) ... but for those who
are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but
obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and
fury.

* (Ephesians 5:6 ESV) Let no one deceive you
with empty words, for because of these things the
wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience.

* (1 John 3:23 ESV) And this is his
commandment, that we believe in the name of his
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just
as he has commanded us.

i. The fate of the god of this world is sealed—he will
be cast into the lake of fire in the final judgment.

* (Revelation 20:10 ESV) And the devil who
had deceived them was thrown into the lake of
fire and sulfur where the beast and the
false prophet were, and they will be
tormented day and night forever and ever.

ii. There will be no scales brought out to weigh their
good deeds versus the bad things they've done.

.There will be no presenting their case before God
or meeting with Peter at the pearly gates.

iv. There will only be a great white throne.

* (Revelation 20:11-15 ESV) Thenlsawa
great white throne and him who was seated on
it. From his presence earth and sky
fled away, and no place was found for
them. 12 And I saw the dead, great
and small, standing before the throne,
and books were opened. Then another
book was opened, which is the book of
life. And the dead were judged by what
was written in the books, according to
what they had done. 13 And the sea
gave up the dead who were in it,
Death and Hades gave up the dead
who were in them, and they were judged,

each one of them, according to what they had
done. 14 Then Death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the
second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if
anyone’s name was not found written in the
book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

5. We stay true in our witness for Jesus by being led
by the Spirit in all truth, 16:12-15.

e (John 16:12-15 ESV) I still have many
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he
will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak
on his own authority, but whatever he hears he
will speak, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me,
for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15
All that the Father has is mine; therefore I
said that he will take what is mine and
declare it to you.

A. God gives us the truth we need as we can bear it.

Bear ... to carry the weight of; to endure, whether
by physical or mental force; to accept; to cognitively
receive something difficult to understand or accept; to
take up in order to carry.

B. The Spirit was instrumental in reminding and
directing the apostles and the other disciples so that
they could communicate the truth about Jesus.

C. In a less direct but still effective and powerful way the
Spirit will guide us progressively in the truth that is
necessary to follow Jesus—both as a group and as
individuals.

* (Psalm 25:5 ESV) Lead me in your truth and
teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for
you I wait all the day long.

¢ (Psalm 86:11-13 ESV) Teach me your way, O
LORD, that | may walk in your truth; unite my
heart to fear your name.

D. As with Jesus the Spirit did not speak on his own
authority but spoke what he heard.

E. The Spirit glorifies Jesus by revealing the truth of
Jesus and guiding them in their lives and in the
writing of Scripture.

F. When the Spirit takes what is Christ’s and declares it,
it is the same as what is the Father’s.
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